In meeting the members of the Epidemiological Society on this occasion, I will endeavour to lay before them a short outline of the epidemics which have shown themselves in various parts of the world since the opening of last session, so far as the materials in my possession will admit. But before entering upon this, it may be well to offer a few remarks on the working of the society.
The study of the epidemiology of the time involves much labour in the collection and arrangement of facts, and, when these are brought together, it requires a person of much experience in dealing with such facts to avoid errors in generalising from them ; and even when an effort in this direction has proved successful, the result has seldom any immediate bearing on the ordinary practice of medicine. As the great bulk of our It is clear any number of epidemics may be described, and each party may explain the facts in its own manner; but, until they can agree as to the light in which these sporadic cases are to be viewed, they but waste their energies in opposing each other, and do not contribute anything to settle the essential difference between them, without which no real advance can be made on either side. Other questions of a similar nature will occur to all who are familiar with the current doctrines of the day. Now it appears to me to be an especial function of this society to narrow such questions to the points at issue, and if sufficient notice of them were given to afford all time to prepare for the discussion, though the members may not always agree to one conclusion, I cannot think that the thorough examination the subject would be submitted to, could fail in bringing home to both parties any insufficiency of proof or illogical argument which they had previously employed, and thus tend to the end desired. On the other hand, were the discussions of the society on such points to attain even a moderate success, they would exercise an influence out 
